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A SCHOOL SHOOTING EVERY WEEK?

This article investigates a quote by Senator Chris Murphy (D-Conn) who said, “Since Sandy Hook, 
there has been a school shooting, on average, every week.” He made this statement on the Senate 
floor after the killing of nine people at a prayer meeting in Charleston, South Carolina. This is not the 
first time this statistic has been used, but where did it come from? The article reports that it was cal-
culated by a group called “Everytown for Gun Safety” that has counted the tally of school shootings 
since the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting as 126 as of June 8, 2015. How does the group 
define a school shooting? Any incident in which a firearm was discharged inside a school building or on 
school or campus grounds, as documented by the press or confirmed through further inquiries with 
law enforcement, was deemed a school shooting.

1.	 Does this definition of school shootings capture what we typically mean by a school 
shooting? For example, it would include accidental shootings as well as suicides or 
attempted suicides.

2.	 What other types of incidents would be included in this definition that we don’t typically 
associate with school shootings? What definition would you use if you were going to meas-
ure the incidence of school shootings?
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Source: Lee, M. Y. H. (2015, June 29). Has there been one school shooting per week since Sandy Hook? The Washington Post. Retrieved August 2, 2015, 
from http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/wp/2015/06/29/has-there-been-one-school-shooting-per-week-since-sandy-hook/

Postpositivism is a philosophy of reality that is closely related to positivism. Postpositivists believe that there is an external, 
objective reality, but they are sensitive to the complexity of this reality and the limitations of the scientists who study it. Social sci-
entists in particular recognize the biases they bring to their research, as they are social beings themselves (Guba & Lincoln, 1994). 
As a result, they do not think scientists can ever be sure that their methods allow them to perceive objective reality. Rather, the 
goal of science can only be to achieve intersubjective agreement among scientists about the nature of reality (Wallace, 1983). 
For example, postpositivists may worry that researchers’ predispositions may bias them in favor of deterrence theory. Therefore, 
they will remain somewhat skeptical of results that support predictions based on deterrence until a number of researchers feel 
that they have found supportive evidence. The postpositivist retains much more confidence in the ability of the community of 
social researchers to develop an unbiased account of reality than in the ability of any individual social scientist to do so (Campbell 
& Russo, 1999).

Positivist Research Guidelines

To achieve an accurate understanding of the social world, a researcher operating 
within the positivist or postpositivist tradition must adhere to some basic guide-
lines about how to conduct research:

1.	� Test ideas against empirical reality without becoming too personally invested 
in a particular outcome. This guideline requires a commitment to “testing” as 
opposed to just reacting to events as they happen or looking for what we want 
or expect to see (Kincaid, 1996, pp. 51–54).

Postpositivism  The belief that there is an 
empirical reality but that our understanding of 
it is limited by its complexity and by the biases 
and other limitations of researchers

Intersubjective agreement  Agreement among 
scientists about the nature of reality, often 
upheld as a more reasonable goal for science 
than certainty about an objective reality


